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April 6, 2020 

 

The Honorable Dr. Elinore F. McCance-Katz 

Assistant Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Use 

5600 Fishers Lane 

Rockville, MD 20857 

 

Dear Dr. McCance-Katz: 

 

As addiction specialist physicians and concerned physician colleagues, we write to you today 

with a sense of utmost urgency. The COVID-19 pandemic has ushered in an unprecedented time 

in the nation’s living memory. It has upended life as we know it, including how we deliver 

addiction treatment in opioid treatment programs (OTPs).  

 

From the beginning of this pandemic, we’ve all had to come together to ensure continued 

delivery of high-quality and effective treatment for people with opioid use disorder (OUD) who 

rely on OTPs for life-saving medication and other services. At the same time, we’ve quickly had 

to rethink how we structure our services to align with public health recommendations on physical 

distancing to minimize spread of SARS-CoV-2. We are grateful for SAMHSA’s guidance and 

support to date, which has allowed us to do our part in fighting this virus, while continuing to 

deliver lifesaving addiction care.   

 

We now turn to you for additional guidance and flexibility, because we have grave concerns 

about the days, weeks, and months ahead.   

 

Our primary concerns fall into three categories: (1) concern for the safety and well-being of 

ourselves and our colleagues practicing in OTPs; (2) concern for the safety and well-being of our 

patients, and (3) concern for the safety and well-being of our communities.   

 

One driver of these concerns stems from SAMHSA’s continued requirement for face-to-face, in-

person visits with new OTP patients who are to be treated with methadone for their OUD. As a 

result, we respectfully request that SAMHSA pre-emptively and immediately exercise its 

authority to exempt OTPs located in federally declared, major disaster areas from the 

requirement to perform an in-person physical evaluation under 42 C.F.R. §8.12(f)(2) for any 

patient who will be treated by the OTP with methadone if a program physician, primary care 

physician, or an authorized healthcare professional under the supervision of a program physician, 

determines that an adequate evaluation of the patient can be accomplished via telemedicine 

communication that  is conducted using an audio-visual, real-time, two-way interactive 

communication system.  Additionally, we request that such updated emergency exemption 

related to initiation of methadone via audio-visual telehealth for new patients in OTPs also allow 

for the medical director to determine the parameters for the provision of take-home methadone 
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for each such patient until that patient reaches a steady state with their medication, subject to the 

prior approval of those parameters from the governing State Opioid Treatment Authority 

(SOTA).  In support of this urgent request, we would like to share the following for your 

consideration.   

 

First, we fully agree with, and greatly appreciate, the designation of OTPs as essential healthcare 

services. However, we are extremely concerned about the paucity of personal protective 

equipment (PPE) for front-line healthcare workers despite that designation. That concern 

includes us, as well as our colleagues in emergency departments and hospitals. Across this 

country, even in states recently designated as major disaster areas by the US government, 

clinicians do not have the facemasks, eye shields, gloves, and gowns recommended for face-to-

face, in-person contact with patients who may present with COVID-19 symptoms or have the 

disease.  We are aware that many OTP physicians are currently unwilling to perform physical 

examinations without adequate PPE, which may lead to a significant decrease in access for new 

or readmitted methadone patients. 

 

By SAMHSA allowing OTP medical evaluations in these major disaster areas to be done via 

audio-visual telehealth technology, in accordance with applicable standards of care, SAMHSA 

can help preserve our nation’s scarce PPE resources for those healthcare workers in OTPs (e.g., 

dispensing nurses), emergency departments, hospitals, pharmacies, and residential addiction 

treatment settings for whom in-person patient contact is unavoidable.   Our requested additional 

guidance and flexibility would also align the delivery of critical OTP services with the delivery 

of other ambulatory healthcare services for new patients that is rapidly transitioning to the use of 

telehealth as much as possible during this public health emergency.   

 

Second, we appreciate and share SAMHSA’s concerns about how to titrate, safely and 

effectively, methadone for a new patient starting on the medication at a time when physical 

distancing and reductions in clinic visits are also being recommended. Medical care of all types 

is being rapidly transitioned to default telemedicine visits unless hands-on physical examination 

is urgently required. Methadone is not a medication any of us take lightly. Even under the best of 

circumstances, balancing adverse individual and community-related impacts associated with the 

medication with the goal of effective OUD treatment and the well-established public health 

benefits of methadone can be challenging.  However, the increasing risk of COVID-19 virus 

exposure for staff, patients, and people in the broader community who are located in newly 

designated, major disaster areas has further complicated this balancing act and now warrants 

additional flexibility for OTPs and their SOTA’s, as proposed above.  As SAMHSA’s own 

website correctly acknowledges, “because buprenorphine is unlikely to be as effective as more 

optimal-dose methadone, it may not be the treatment of choice for patients with high levels of 

physical dependency.”  As addiction specialist physicians and concerned physician colleagues, 

when we see the ability to care properly for seriously ill and complicated patients unnecessarily 

restricted, we can’t ethically stay quiet.  We must bring these issues directly to your attention. 
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We also fully understand that our requested exemption would be temporary - continuing only for 

the period of the national emergency declared in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

Again, we are grateful for your urgent actions to date.  We stand ready to discuss this request 

further with you and your team, if needed, so that we may continue working together now, and in 

the future, to save as many lives as possible.  We hope for your prompt response and your 

continued partnership. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Yngvild Olsen, MD, MPH, DFASAM 

Medical Director, Institutes for Behavior Resources/REACH Health Services, Baltimore, MD; 

Vice President, American Society of Addiction Medicine 

 

Kelly J. Clark, MD, MBA, DFAPA, DFASAM 

Founder and President, Addiction Crisis Solutions, Cedar Falls, IA  

Immediate Past President, American Society of Addiction Medicine 

 

Paul H. Earley, MD, DFASAM 

President - American Society of Addiction Medicine 

President – Federation of State Physician Health Programs 

Medical Director – Georgia Professionals Health Program 

 

Shawn A. Ryan, MD, MBA, FASAM 

Chair of Legislative Advocacy - American Society of Addiction Medicine 

Council Member – RecoveryOhio 

 

Kenneth B. Stoller, MD 

Associate Professor, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry 

and Behavioral Sciences.  

Director, Johns Hopkins Broadway Center for Addiction.  

Medical Director, Addiction Treatment Services at Hopkins Bayview.  

Board of Directors, American Association for the Treatment of Opioid Dependence 

 

 

 

The views expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of their 

institutions. 
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Additional Signatories: 

 

Robert Sherrick, MD, FASAM  

Chief Medical Officer, Community Medical Services  

President, Northwest Chapter, ASAM 

  

Josiah D. Rich, MD, MPH  

Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology, Brown University 

  

Peter D. Friedmann, MD, MPH  

Associate Dean for Research, UMass Medical School-Baystate  

  

Nishant Shah, MD, MPH  

Addiction Medicine Physician, IBR/REACH Health Services  

Treasurer, MD - DC Society of Addiction Medicine  

 

Aaron David Greenblatt, MD  

Medical Director, University of Maryland Drug Treatment Center, University of Maryland 

  

Alexander Pappas, MD   

University of Maryland Medical Center  

 

Margaret Jarvis, MD, DFASAM  

Chief, Addiction Medicine, Geisinger Health System 

  

Kevin Baill, MD  

Chief of Addiction Services, Butler Hospital 

  

Sarah Kawasaki, MD  

Director, Addictions Services, Pennsylvania Psychiatric Institute  

  

Francesca L Beaudoin, MD, PhD  

Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine , Brown University and Rhode Island Hospital 

  

Eric Weintraub, MD  

Associate Professor of Psychiatry 

Director, ivision of Addiction Treatment and Research  

University of Maryland School of Medicine  

 

Mark Stavros, MD, FACEP, FASAM   

Maric Healthcare  
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Ruchi Fitzgerald, MD, FAAFP   

Rush University 

  

Mishka Terplan, MD  

Senior Physician Research Scientist, Friends Research Institute 

  

Michael Sprintz, DO, DFASAM  

Founder and CEO, Sprintz Center for Pain and Recovery 

  

Sarah Wakeman, MD  

Medical Director, Substance Use Disorder Initiative 

Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical School 

  

Michael M Miller, MD  

Former President, American Society of Addiction Medicine  

Michael M Miller MD Consulting LLC 

  

Mark l. Kraus MD, DFASAM, DABAM   

Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine; Yale University School of Medicine 

Chief Medical Officer, Trinity Health of New England Medical Group and Connecticut 

Counseling  

 

Stephanie Stewart,  MD, MPHS, FASAM  

Fellow, University of Colorado  

  

Adam J. Gordon, MD, MPH, FACP, DFASAM  

Elbert F. and Marie Christensen Endowed Research Professorship  

Professor of Medicine and Psychiatry  

University of Utah School of Medicine 

  

Andrey Ostrovsky, MD  

Managing Partner, Social Innovation Ventures 

  

Miriam Komaromy, MD  

Medical Director, Grayken Center for Addiction, Boston Medical Center  

 

Joseph Garbely, DO, DFASAM  

CMO/EVP of Medical Services, Caron Treatment Centers   

 

Howard A.Hoffman MD, DLFAPA  

Medical Director, PIDARC  
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E. Jennifer Edelman, MD  

Associate Professor of Medicine and Public Health, Yale School of Medicine  

 

Brian Hurley, MD  

Director of Addiction Medicine, LA County Department of Health Services 

  

Caroline G. Falker, MD    

Honora Englander, MD  

Associate Professor of Medicine, Oregon Health & Science University  

 

Susan Calcaterra, MD   

University of Colorado 

  

Melissa Weimer, DO, MCR, FASAM   

Yale University School of Medicine  

 

Megan Buresh, MD  

Assistant Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology 

Medical Director, Johns Hopkins Bayview Inpatient Addiction Consult Service  

Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 

  

William F. Haning, III, MD, DFASAM, DFAPA  

President-elect, American Society of Addiction Medicine 

Professor Emeritus and Addiction Medicine/Addiction Psychiatry  

Program Director, John A. Burns School of Medicine, University of Hawai`i  

   

Marlene Martin, MD  

Director, Addiction Care Team, UCSF 

  

Paul Roberts, DO, FASAM  

Corporate Medical Director, New Season 

  

Ximena A. Levander, MD  

Addiction Medicine and Clinical Research Fellow, Oregon Health & Science University 

  

Scott Steiger, MD  

Deputy Medical Director  

Opiate Treatment Outpatient Program at Zuckerberg San Francisco General Hospital 

  

Michael Stevenson, DO  BHG 
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Gavin Bart, MD, PhD, FACP, DFASAM  

Director, Division of Addiction Medicine, Hennepin Healthcare 

  

Brad Shapiro, MD  

Medical Director, OTOP and UCSF Clinical Professor, UCSF 

  

Elizabeth Salisbury-Afshar, MD, MPH  

Director, Medication for Addiction Treatment Program, Heartland Alliance Health 

  

David A. Fiellin, MD  

Professor of Medicine, Emergency Medicine and Public Health 

Director, Program in Addiction Medicine  

Yale School of Medicine 

  

Paul J Joudrey MD MPH  

Instructor, Yale School of Medicine  

 

Anne E. Ruble, MD  

Physician, Johns Hopkins Broadway Center for Addiction 

  

Vinay Parekh, MD  

Physician, Johns Hopkins Broadway Center for Addiction 

  

Christian Thurstone, MD  

Professor, University of Colorado School of Medicine 

  

Jeanette M Tetrault, MD, FACP, FASAM   

Yale School of Medicine  

 

Ellen Lockard Edens, MD  

Associate Professor of Psychiatry, Yale School of Medicine 

 

Jessica Gregg, MD   

Oregon Health and Science University 

  

Murtuza Ghadiali, MD, FASAM  

ASAM Region II Director  

Chief of Addiction Medicine and Recovery Services of Kaiser Hospital San Francisco  

Northern California Permanente Medical Group 

  

Lynn E. Taylor, MD  

Director, HIV and Viral Hepatitis Services , CODAC Behavioral Health 
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Kenneth Morford, MD, FASAM  

Assistant Professor of Medicine, Yale School of Medicine  

 

Chandrakant Ambalal Patel, MD  

Medical Director, Spectrum Health Care Inc. 

  

Andreas J. Edrich MD, FASAM, MRO   

Heritage Hills Addiction Medicine & Mental Health & Denver Recovery Group 

  

Kenison Roy, III, MD, DLFAPA, DFASAM  

Director, Fellowship in Addiction Medicine, Tulane Medical School 

  

James L. Baker, MD, MPH  

Consulting Physician, Mass Consult Service for Treatment of Addiction and Pain  

 

Laura Kehoe, MD MPH  

Medical Director, MGH Substance Use Disorder Bridge Clinic  

Massachusetts General Hospital   

 

James B. Shuler, DO, MS, FACOEP, FAWM, FASAM  

Addictionologist and Emergency Medicine Physician  

Regional Medical Director, Front Range Clinics 

Medical Director, The Lookout and the Foundry 

Attending Physician for Denver Recovery Group West 

  

Stan Roberts DO, FAAFP  

Medical Director - CBHC-Denver, CO  

DRG & CBHC- Denver, CO  

 

Kenneth I. Freedman, MD, MS, MBA  

Treasurer and Chair of Quality Improvement Council  

American Society of Addiction Medicine  

 

Brian N. Talleur, MD  

CMO and Practicing Physician , Aegis Treatment Centers LLC   

 

Judith Tsui, MD, MPH  

Associate Professor of Medicine, University of Washington School of Medicine 

  

Christopher Shanahan, MD  

Director, Community Medicine Unit 

Medical Director MCSTAP   

Boston Med Center/ Boston University School of Medicine  
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Mia Sorcinelli MD, FASAM  

Director, Office Based Opioid Treatment, Greater Lawrence Family Health Center 

  

Daniel Ciccarone MD, MPH  

Professor of Family and Community Medicine, University of California San Francisco  

 

D. Tyler Coyle MD, MS  

Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry  

Assistant Medical Director 

Addiction Research & Treatment Services Adult Outpatient Program  

University of Colorado School of Medicine  

 

Hermione Hurley, MD   

Denver Health  

 

Drew Blackstock, MD     

Rachel King, MD  

Addiction Physician, Boston Medical Center, HCRC OTP  

 

Tom Talbert, MD  

Medical Director, Wichita Falls Treatment Services  

 

Julie Wilson, DO   

Lansing Comprehensive Treatment Center  

 

Phoebe Cushman, MD, MS   

UMass Medical Center  

 

Jared W. Klein, MD, MPH  

Assistant Professor of Medicine, University of Washington School of Medicine  

 

Howard Kornfeld, MD  

Clinical Faculty, UCSF Pain Fellowship Program  

 

Kelly S. Ramsey, MD, MPH, MA, FACP  

Medical Director of Substance Use Disorders, HRHCare 

President Elect NYSAM BOD 

Co-Chair Buprenorphine Advisory Group for the NYS DOH ODUH 

   

David Lott, MD  

President-Elect, Illinois Society of Addiction Medicine 
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Noah Wills, MD  

Medical Director , Alliance Recovery Center 

 

Stephen Holt, MD  

Director, Yale Addiction Recovery Clinic  

Yale-New Haven Hospital  

 

William Yarborough MD, FACP, FASAM  

Professor Emeritus, University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine  

Immediate Past President, Oklahoma Society of Addiction Medicine  

Oklahoma Pain & Wellness 

  

Joseph Adams, MD  

Medical Director, Omnis Health Life, Baltimore, MD and Veni Vidi Vici, Bel Air MD  

 

Jarratt Pytell, MD  

Addiction Medicine Fellow, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine  

 

Mark Jorrisch MD, FASAM  

Medical Director MORE Center  

Louisville Metro Public Health and Wellness 

  

Stephen M. Taylor, MD, MPH, FASAM  

President, Alabama Society of Addiction Medicine  

 

Mario San Bartolome, MD, MBA, MRO, FASAM  

Treasurer & Member of the Board of Directors, CA Society of Addiction Medicine  

 

Richard Kingston, MD    

Michael Fingerhood, MD, DFASAM   

Johns Hopkins University  

 

Gagandeep Goyal, MD  

Medical Director, Addiction Wellness Services, Illinois  

 

Robert Stern, MD  

Assistant Professor of Addiction Medicine, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 

  

Jessica Robbins, MD  

Medical Director, Texas Treatment Services 
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Geetanjali Chander, MD, MPH 

Associate Professor, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 

 

Misal Patel, MD   

Memorial Health  

 

Ernest C. Rose MD, FASAM  

President, Illinois Society of Addiction Medicine 

  

Matthew Ponder, MD, DVM, FAAEM   

Denver Recovery  

 

James Patrick Murphy, MD, FASAM  

Medical Director, Murphy Pain Center  

 

Jeffrey P. Bill, MD  

Founder & CEO, Sunrise Treatment Center  

 

Jeffrey Hsu, MD  

Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences  

Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine  

 

Andrea Barthwell, MD  

Medical Director, Encounter Medical Group, PC 

  

Hannah Snyder, MD  

Assistant Professor, University of California San Francisco & California Bridge 

  

Steven Young, MD   

Medical Director, Colorado Treatment Services  

 

Anika Alvanzo, MD, MS, DFASAM, FACP  

Assistant Professor, Medicine, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 

Associate Medical Director, Addiction Treatment Services and the Center for Addiction and 

Pregnancy 

Region V Director, American Society of Addiction Medicine 

   

Cheryl Brodsky, MD  

Codac Behavioral Healthcare  

 

Mark Eisenberg, MD  

Massachusetts General Hospital 
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Stephen A Wyatt, DO  

Medical Director, Addiction Medicine, Atrium Health 

  

Barbara Weber, MD  

Medical Director, Acadia Comprehensive Treatment Centers  

  

Michael S. Goldstone, MD, FACP  

Chief Medical Officer, Acadia Healthcare, CTC Division 

  

James Darnton, MD  

   

Neal Lakritz, MD, FASAM 

    

Ricardo Dancel, MD  

   

Timothy J. Wiegand, MD, FACMT, FAACT, DFASAM 

    

Joshua Blum, MD 

    

Joseph Merrill, MD  

Professor of Medicine, University of Washington School of Medicine 

  

Cat Chamberlain, MD   

BD Health Services and Baltimore Medical System  

 

Chinedu Iheagwara, MD  

Addiction Psychiatrist, Treatment Associates LLC and Veteran Administrations  

 

Alexis Hammond, MD, PhD  

Program Psychiatrist  

  

Gayl Hamilton, MD  

Medical Director, Psychological Addiction Services  

  

Jessica Gray, MD   

Massachusetts General Hospital  

 

Aleksandra Zgierska, MD, PhD, DFASAM  

Professor, Vice Chair of Research 

Department of Family and Community Medicine 

Penn State University College of Medicine  

 

 



13 
 

Susan Hart, MD   

CODAC Behavioral Healthcare 

  

Kenneth J. Egli, MD  

Medical Director   

Ideal Option Clinic’s   

 

David Smith, MD   

David E. Smith and Associates 

  

Lipi Roy, MD, MPH, FASAM   

NYU Langone Health  

 

Zoe Weinstein, MD    

Boston Medical Center/Boston University School of Medicine  

  

Jessica Taylor, MD  

Medical Director, Faster Paths to Treatment  

Boston Medical Center 

  

David Do, MD   

Santa Clara County Valley Medical Center SUTS  

 

Joseph Muller, MD  

Addiction Medicine Fellow  

Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 

  

Mark McDaniel DO, FAAFP  

Medical Director   

Charleston Treatment Center   

 

Elizabeth Samuels, MD, MPH, MHS  

Assistant Professor  

Brown Emergency Medicine 

  

Susan Hersker Rubinstein, MD, MSS  

Physician  

MedMark Treatment Centers   

 

John Weems, MD  

Addiction Medicine Fellow   

Massachusetts General Hospital 

  



14 
 

Simeon Kimmel, MD  

Assistant Professor of Medicine   

Boston Medical Center/Boston University School of Medicine  

 

Thomas Boyd, MD   

CTC programs Green Bay and CTC Programs Appleton  

 

Don J. Martin, MD   

East Wisconsin Comprehensive Treatment Centers  

 

Alexander Y. Walley, MD  

Associate Professor of Medicine 

Director of Grayken Addiction Medicine Fellowship  

Boston University School of Medicine, Boston Medical Center  

 

Cheryl A. McClain, MD, CPE, MHQSM, FAAFP   

Behavioral Health Group 

  

Judith Feinberg, MD  

Professor of Behavioral Medicine & Psychiatry  

West Virginia University School of Medicine 

  

Cara Anne Poland, MD, M.Ed  

Medical Director of Addiction Medicine  

Spectrum Health  

 

William E. Coleman, MD  

Medical Director  

BHG Tifton/BHG Albany 

  

John F OConnell, MD   

Medical Director / Program MD for Dyersbrg Tx Center, Memphis MidTown/South/North/ 

Jackson Tx Center  

Behavioral Health Group  

  

Lynn Fiellin, MD  

Associate Professor of Medicine and the Yale Child Study Center  

Yale School of Medicine  

 

Christopher D. Marshall, MD   

Behavioral Health Group 
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Zoran Vukadinovic MD  

Medical director  

ARTS at the University of Colorado Anschutz 

  

Dinah Applewhite, MD  

Addiction Medicine Fellow  

Massachusetts General Hospital 

  

Donald Weston MD, FASAM  

Medical Director  

Western Michigan Treatment Center 

  

Christopher Harkin, MD  

Medical Director, ASAP-Madison  

Addiction Services and Pharmacotherapy, SC 

  

Christopher Johnston, MD  

Chief Medical Officer , Pinnacle Treatment Centers  

 

Allen Jackson, MD   

Charleston Behavioral Health  

 

Lorrin David Martin, MD   

Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 

  

Lakshmi Koonapu, MD   

Columbus Metro Treatment Center, Col, GA  

 

Susan F. Neshin, MD  

Medical Director  

JSAS HealthCare, Inc. 

  

Robert D. Oakley, MD   

Behavioral Health Group  

 

Steven F. Ruh MD, FASAM  

Medical Director- Colton Clinical Services  

Acadia Healthcare Inc. 

  

James Berry, MD  

Chair of Behavioral Medicine and Psychiatry  

Director of Addictions  

West Virginia University  
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Luis Escobedo, MD  

Medical Director  

ALT Recovery Group, Las Cruces, NM 

  

Christina Kinnevey, MD   

MedMark Treatment Centers  

 

Anisa Cott MD  

Psychiatrist  

  

Sudhakar Cherukuri, MD, MPH  

Senior Staff Physician County of Santa Clara  

 

Ida Santana, MD  

Medical Director   

Behavioral Health Group, Nashville Treatment Center  

  

Lorne Cross, MD  

Medical Director  

Willamette Valley Treatment Center  

 

Lea Selitsky MD, MPH  

Internal Medicine PGY-2  

Johns Hopkins Hospital 

  

Meron Hirpa, MD 

    

Robert E. Miller, MD 

Medical Director  

Gifford Street Wellness Center 

  

Charissa Fotinos, MD, MSc  

Deputy Chief Medical Officer  

Washington State Health Care Authority 

  

Zelda Wachman MD  

OTP Physician  

Pinnacle Treatment Centers  

 

Paula J. McEvoy, MD   

Discovery House, Woonsocket, RI  
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Edward Quirk, MD, FASAM, DABAM, MRO  

Medical Director   

Recovery Centers of America   

 

Eric Morse, MD  

Addiction And Sports Psychiatrist  

Morse Clinics  

 

Denise Warren, DO  

Addiction Medicine Physician  

Victory Clinical Services  

 

Babak Imanoel, DO  

Medical Director  

BH Health Services & Northern Parkway Treatment Services 

  

John Jacobs, MD  

Medical Director  

CTC - Manchester, NH  

 

Gretchen Hermes, MD, PhD  

Medical Director, APT Foundation  

Assistant Professor  

Yale University School of Medicine  

 

Julia Shi, MD  

Medical Director, Primary Care Services  

APT Foundation  

 

Kevin Feig, MD   

Acadia Health  

 

Aidan M. Clarke, MD  

Medical Director   

Acadia Healthcare  

 

Ivan S. Wolfson, MD, DABFM  

Clinical Assistant Professor of Family Medicine 

Brown Medical School 

Medical Director 

 Discovery House of RI 

 

Ernest P. Osei-Tutu, MD, FASAM  
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Julie Gochnour, MD  

Medical Director  

Morse Clinic of Zebulon 

  

 John H. Evans, DO, MA, DABAM, CAADC  

Medical Director  

Victory Clinical Services - IV 

 

Bruce Mayer MD  

Pinnacle  

 

Irwin R. Cohen, MD, FASAM   

Program Physician  

BHG Treatment Centers  

 

Lois A. Jensen, MPH, MD, FACOG  

Medical Director  

Aegis Treatment Centers 

  

Leonard Lev, MD  

Medical Director  

Root Center for Advanced Recovery/ Hartford Dispensary  

 

Sheldon Glass, MD  

National Medical Director  

Baymark Health 

  

Marc Forrest. DO  

Medical Director  

Hesperia Clinic, Aegis Treatment Centers 

  

Matthew Rogalski, MD  

Site Medical Director Habit OPCO, Fall River, MA  

 

Harvey S Raskind, MD  

Physician  

Aegis Treatment Cengters 

  

Allen Jackson, MD   

Charleston Behavioral Health  

 

Emily Brunner, MD  



19 
 

Addiction Medicine Physician  

MHealthFairview  

 

Clive L. Johnson, DO  

Medical Director   

Liberation Programs, Inc   

 

Stephen Martin, MD, EdM, FASAM  

Associate Professor  

University of Massachusetts School of Medicine 

  

James E Sturmi, MD  

Regional Medical Director  

BrightView Addiction Treatment Centers  

 

Mark J. Albanese, MD  

Medical Director  

North Charles Institute/Harvard Medical School  

 

Ayana Jordan, MD  

Addiction Psychiatrist  

   

Philip W Moore, DO  

Medical Director  

Hanover Treatment Services, Pinnacle Treatment Centers  

 

Scott Hadland, MD, MPH, MS  

Physician  

Boston Medical Center 

  

Kinna Thakarar, DO, MPH    

Maine Medical Center / Tufts University School of Medicine 

  

Jasleen Salwan, MD, MPH  

Addiction Medicine Fellow  

Johns Hopkins University   

 

Ellie Grossman, MD, MPH  

Co-director, Primary care behavioral health integration  

Cambridge Health Alliance  

 

Patrick M. O'Leary, DO   

Pinnacle Treatment Centers  
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Paula J. Lum, MD, MPH, FASAM  

Professor of Medicine  

University of California, San Francisco  

 

Marielle Baldwin, MD, MPH  

Physician  

Boston Medical Center 

  

Marie Hobart, MD   

UMass Memorial Medical Center 

  

Jessica Calihan, MD  

Med-Peds PGY3  

Johns Hopkins Hospital 

  

Shane Joseph, MD  

Clinic Medical Director   

Aegis Treatment Centers  

 

HJ Nusbaum, MD, PhD, MBA  

Associate Medical Director  

Root Center for Advanced Recovery  

 

Kenneth Brown, MD  

Director   

Affinity Healthcare  

 

Erika Pallie MD  

Medical Director  

Medmark   

 

Anton Kemps, MD  

Provider  

Pinnacle Treatment Centers  

 

Lee H Battle III, MD   

Acadia Healthcare 

  

Marc Larochelle, MD, MPH   

Boston Medical Center 

  

Michael S. Lancaster, MD  

Chief Medical Officer Southlight HealthCare, Inc  



21 
 

Peter B Brown, MD   

Root Center for Advanced Recovery  

 

Thomas Baumgarten, MD  

Medical Director  

Pinnacle Treatment Centers  

 

George Schroeder, MD  

Medical Director - North Florida CTC  

Acadia Healthcare  

 

Arleen Zahn-Houser, MD, FAAFP   

Acadia, Cedar Rapids Treatment Center 

  

JoAn Laes, MD  

Addiction Medicine Physician  

Hennepin Healthcare  

 

Jonathan C Fellers, MD  

Medical Director  

Discovery House South Portland & Waterville Maine 

  

Maria Garcia Vassallo, MD   

Yale University  

 

Frederick L. Altice, MD  

Professor Medicine and Public Health  

Yale University  

 

Ruth James, MD, MPH  

Medical Director  

County Jail  

 

Daniel P. Alford, MD, MPH  

Director, Clinical Addiction Research and Education Unit  

Boston University School of Medicine, Boston Medical Center 

  

John David Kunz, MD    

Aegis Treatment Centers  

 

Ismene L Petrakis, MD  

Professor of Psychiatry  

Yale School of Medicine  
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Martin Charron, MD, FRCPC 

Medical Director  

Pinnacle Treatment centers, Fredricksburg, VA 

  

Jaimie Meyer, MD, MS, FACP  

Assistant Professor of Medicine  

Yale School of Medicine  

 

K. Dane Howalt, MD, FASAM  

Medical Director  

Aegis Treatments Centers OTP  

 

Susan Scarlett, MD   

New Season  

 

Matthew McClanahan, DO   

Acadia  

 

Raquel Lugo, MD  

Medical Director  

CASA, Inc/ MAAS, New Haven, CT  

 

Monique Sessler, MD   

American Addiction Treatment Center 

  

Alan Laszczynski, DO   

Lexington Treatment Specialists  

 

John E Emmel, MD  

Medical Director  

Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services 

  

Lorenz Kielhorn, MD  

Physician, Medical Director of OTP   

Victory Clinics in Michigan and Indiana  

 

Marc Lasher, DO, MSW  

Medical Director  

Aegis Treatment Centers - Fresno 

Fresno Free Medical Clinic, Adventist Health Addiction Medicine service 
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Jeffrey Selzer, MD, DFASAM, DFAPA  

Secretary and Chair of Public Policy Committee, American Society of Addiction Medicine 

  

Sara Taki, MD  

Medical Director  

Greenwich House MMTP  

 

Kenneth Levy, MD  

Medical Director   

Lower Eastside Service Center  

 

Arthur Robin Williams, MD, MBE  

Assistant Professor of Psychiatry  
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